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Insect label typographical requirements

▶ Miniscule size (Miniscule size)
“Printed labels should be no larger than 17 mm long by 6 mm
wide.…Font size for labels should be 3 or 4 point.”
— BSC's Label data standards for terrestrial arthropods

▶

▶ Unambiguous glyphs, e.g.

Illinois: Oglesby. 2010
vs.

Illinois: Oglesby. 2010

http://www.biology.ualberta.ca/bsc/briefs/brlabelstandards.htm
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Optimal characteristics for miniscule printing

Simple glyphs,
generally sans serif d vs.d
Large x-height

Ink traps
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Some sans serif fonts

Font Specimen

Arial Illinois: Oglesby. 2010

TeX Gyre Heros Illinois: Oglesby. 2010
Lucida Sans Regular Illinois: Oglesby. 2010

Calibri Illinois: Oglesby. 2010

Droid Sans Illinois: Oglesby. 2010

Droid Sans Dotted Illinois: Oglesby. 2010



Droid Sans Dotted

Font Specimen

Droid Sans Dotted Illinois: Oglesby. 2010

Droid Sans Dotted Bold Illinois: Oglesby. 2010

Droid Sans Dotted Oblique Illinois: Oglesby. 2010

Droid Sans Dotted Bold Oblique Illinois: Oglesby. 2010

Modified from Droid Sans using FontForge, borrowing the zero's
dot from Droid Sans Mono Dotted, a free font available
from cosmix.org.

http://fontforge.sourceforge.net/
http://cosmix.org/software/


Commerical fonts



XeTeX provides extremely fine control over font rendering and
label layout.

▶ Easy formatting of tabular data (e.g., data from spreadsheets
or queries)

▶ Separation of style and content.
▶ Full Unicode support. (e.g., Roháček, Коцебу)
▶ Any TrueType or OpenType font file can be used; fonts do not

have to be installed.
▶ Free; runs on MS Windows, Mac, Linux, etc.

http://scripts.sil.org/cms/scripts/page.php?item_id=xetex
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Fine control, e.g.

Inter-word spacing of text.
Inter-word spacing of text.
Inter-word spacing of text.
Inter-word spacing of text.
Inter-word spacing of text.
Inter-word spacing of text.
Inter-wordspacingof text.
Inter-wordspacingoftext.
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Image credits

http://www.graphictivitis.com/wp-content/
uploads/2011/01/x-Height2.jpg

http://chotchot.files.wordpress.com/2011/01/
inktraps-m.gif?w=500&h=313

http://www.graphictivitis.com/wp-content/uploads/2011/01/x-Height2.jpg
http://www.graphictivitis.com/wp-content/uploads/2011/01/x-Height2.jpg
http://chotchot.files.wordpress.com/2011/01/inktraps-m.gif?w=500&h=313
http://chotchot.files.wordpress.com/2011/01/inktraps-m.gif?w=500&h=313
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